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PSALM CXXVI. 3. 


The Lord hath done great Things far as, whereof ne 


are glad. 


vy Captivity of Babylon, under which they groan'd, 
and had for a long time waited and pray'd for Delive- 
rance from, but all to no purpoſe : for Almighty God 


did ſeem to be deaf and inexorable to them, as if he 
had quite forſaken and deſerted them, and on purpoſe 


had caus'd them to fall into the hands of ſuch cruel and 


mercileſs Adverſarys, to ſcourge them for their Sins 
and Diſloyalty to him, to pull down their Pride and 


vain Confidence, and to render them odious and con- 
temptible to the Infidels, in making them their Slaves 


o 


for ever. 

*'Tis not improbable, but that the Church of Iſrael 
might be under ſome diſmal Apprehenſions of this 
nature, when thro diſtruſt and diffidence of the Di- 
vine Promiſe and Aſſiſtance ſhe bitterly bewails herſelf: 
Pſal. 77. 7, 8, 9. Will the Lord caſt off for ever? and will. 
he be favourable no more? Is his Mercy clean gone for 
eder? and doth his Promiſe fail for evermore > Hath God 
forgotten to be gracious * Flath God in Anger {hut up his 
tender Mercies? The Severity of her Yoke, and Strait- 
neſs of her Chains, together with the unlikely Proſpect 
of a ſpeedy Deliverance from them, had made her as 
reſtleſs and impatient under them, as if the moment 
of her Sufferings had been an Eternity: and under this 
doleful apprehenſion ſhe ſeems to be caſt into deſpe- 
rate Sadneſs and Deſpair, and mourns as one whoſe 
State was incurable, and who had no more Inclination 
to praiſe the Lord, but hung their Harps upon the Wil- 
lows, in token of extreme Grizf, as a People aban- 
Oe IS, = A? don'd 
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HE SE Words are part of the Praiſe which 
the holy Pſalmiſt, in the name of the 
Church of I/rael, offer'd up to God for their 
amazing Deliverance from the ſore and hea- 
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(4) 
don'd by the Almighty, and given up intirely to be 
waſted and conſum'd by deſtructive Captivity, In this 
diſconſolate State, who. can behold God's Iſrael with- 
out a Commotion of Spirit? And yet who can forbear 
adoring the Divine Juſtice, for vindicating it ſelf a- 
gainſt a ſinful People! 

Who, that knew the Wonders of God's Love to his 
People, in the remarkable Inſtances thereof, cou'd be- 
hold them in this deplorable Condition without Aſto- 
niſnment? and withont ſaying, O Iſrael! where is now 
thy Beauty and Strength, and the Goodlineſs of thy 
Tents and Tabernacles, ſo greatly celebrated and prais'd; 
the one for its Lovelineſs, and the other for its mighty 
Acts in ſubduing the Nations round about thee? Once 
thou wert fo admir'd and fear'd, that all Nations cour- 
ted thy Alliance and Friendſhip, and dreaded thy Ter- 
ror; but now thou art the Scorn and Contempt of 
all, and art as much deſpis'd as then fear'd, and con- 
temn'd as then admir'd. But behold the Goodneſs of 
God which never fails his People! Tho Iſrael be in this 
diftreſs'd Condition, and cannot poſſibly reſcue her ſelf; 
yet the Almighty can: And to convince his choſen Peo- 
ple of his Affections towards them, and of his Care over 
them, when they leaſt thought of Deliverance, and 

could not expect it as Caſes then ſtood, without hoping 
againſt hope, even then did he miraculouſly bring it a- 
bout dy his ſole Power, and did it ſo effectually in melt- 
ing the Heathen Emperor into Compaſſion towards 
them, that he not only out of Kindneſs and Generoſity 
frankly gave them their Liberty, but alſo reſtor'd them 
all the Spoils which had been taken from them, viz, 
the Treaſure of the Lord's Houſe, which conſiſted in 
Veſlels of Gold and Silver, to the number of five thou- 
ſand and ſeven hundred, Ezra 1.11, This ſudden un- 
expected Deliverance did ſo greatly ſur prize them, that 
they ſuſpected the reality of it, and look d upon it as 
no more than the mere Deluſion of a Dream: So the 
Pſalmiſt expreſles it in the Verſes foregoing. our Text, 
hen tbe Zord turn'd again the Captivity of Sion, we were 
like them that dream; q. d. When the Report of this 


marvellous 
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marvellous Mercy firſt reach'd our Ears, and we ſax 
the amazing Change, we were fo greatly aſtoniſh'd 
that we cou'd ſcarcely believe our Senſes; but thought 

it only to be a Deluſion of our Fancies. And when they 

were a little recover'd ont of their agreeable Surprize, 

and ſaw the reality of their Deliverance, which they 

at firſt ſuſpected; when they ſaw that their Chains 

were loos'd, their Captivity ended, their Treaſure re- 

ſtor'd, and their Liberty recover'd, then preſently they 
ſing and are glad, and offer up g grateful Praiſes to their 

Deliverer: then it was that their Mouths were fill d with 

Laughter, and their Tongues with Singing; and then they 

ſaid amang the Heathen, The Lord bath done great r 

for us, whereof we are glad. : 

la treating of theſe Wards, I ſhall, 


1, Conſider in general what thoſe creat things are 
which God does for his Church and People in the 
way of Providence, and which are alcrv'd to him 
as their only Author. 

II. Shall particulazly conſt der the Mercies of God 
to us. 

III. The Motive this is to Joy 3 5 and ſo apply it. 


I. Let us conſider | in general what thoſe great things 
are which God doth for his Church and People in the 
way of Providence, which are aſcrib'd to him as their 
only Author. 

- By thoſe great things we are to onderfland, eier 
thoſe things he immediately effects by his Power and 
Agency, without the intervention and interpotitian of 
any other; or thoſe he brings to paſs by the inſtrumen- 
tality of others; both of theſe carry the Stamp and Sig- 
nature of the Almighty ; and tho his Power and Good- 
neſs be more viſibly and eminently diſplay'd and conſpi- 
cuous in the execution of one than in the other, yet both 
of themare his Works, and are equally aſcrib'd to him 
as the Author thereof. Now, 

I. Thoſe things be immediately effects for us by his 
ſole Power, without the intervention of human Agents, 
are 
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0 55 
are denominated Creation, and miracutous Preſervation 
and Deliverances. Theſe are things that are amazingly 
great, that are infinitely above the capacity of the 
Creature, and apparently diſcover the Finger of God : 
for tocreate, to produce ſomething out of nothing, to 
give Form, Life and Beauty to dead Matter, to indue a 
Clod of Clay with Senſe, to inveſt it with Faculties of 
Reaſon and Diſcour ſe, and to deliver out of the grea- 


— — ůI— 


teſt and moſt imminent Danger, againſt the ſtream and 


courſe of Nature, when to human appearance there is 
no poſſible way of eſcape, is the peculiar Work of God 
alone, and immediately effected by him, without rhe 
Aſſiſtance and Concurrence of other Agents. But not 
to paſs by this without any further notice, let us look 
into the Holy Scriptures, and there we ſhall find ſome 
Inſtances of this nature; which how truly great and 


Wonderful they are, we ſhall be able to judg, when once 


we have duly confider'd them. 

The firſt Inſtance | ſhall produce of this kind, which 
the Scripture furniſhes vs with, ſhall be the Deliverance 
of If ac! out of the Egyptian Bondage, where they 
groan'd, and had for ever groan'd, had not the Almigh- 

Ty miraculouſly interpos'd, and brought them out by a 
ſtrong hand; firſt by his Plagues he ſent among frag 


and then laſt of all by drowning the — in the Red 


| Sea. 


This was all purely the Lord's Doings, without the 


Iſraelites leaſt Aſſiſtance ; for Iſrael at this time was ſo 


yery weak, that ſcarcely a Sword was to be found a- 
mong them: and they were ſo apprehenſive of their im- 
minent danger when they beheld the Egyptians behind, 
and a vaſt Sea before them, that they concluded their 
Ruin was inevitable: therefore their Hearts melted, 

their Courage fail'd them, and they were at their wits 
end, fearing and believing they con'd no way eſcape the 
Egyptian Fury; ; but ſhould ſoon feel the Terror of it in 
their Deſtruction, The Views of this urg'd them to 
exclaim bitterly againſt Moſes, ſaying, Becauſe there were 
no Graves in Egypt, baſt thou taken us away to die in the 
Wilder neſs ? Viherefore baſt thou dealt thus with us, to carry 


CTR 

us forth out of Egypt? 1s not this the Word that we did tell 
theein Egypt, ſaying, Let us alone, that we may ſerve tbe 
Egyptians ? for it bad been better for us to have ſerv'd the 
Egyptians, than to have died in the Wilderneſs, Exod. 14. 
IO, 115 12. 155 | 51 24440 ; 

Surely they apprehended their Danger unavoidable, 
when out of the bitterneſs of their Souls they utter d 
theſe words; which was a manifeſt murmuring again(t 
God, as well as againſt his Servant Moſes: for which he 
might have ſeverely rebuk'd them, by ſaying, What 

mean theſe loud and ill-tim'd Exclamations? What 
reaſon have you for your Fears, Murmurs and Com- 
plaints? What Evil is that you now endure, which 
is ſo much worſe than your Bondage in Egypt, that 
you repent your Deliverance out of it? Hath not God 
clearly manifeſted himſelf to be with you, by his Signs, 
his-Plagues, and Wonders in Egypt 2 Why then tempt 
you him by your Murmurs and undutiful Behaviour to- 
wards him? If God hath promis'd to ſave you by his 
own Power, and will aſſuredly give you the Land of 
Promiſe, then give him liberty to bring it about his 
own way, and in his own due time; ſave your Murmurs 
and Complaints to the laſt, until you ſee by the iſſue 
that God will prove the unfaithful God, as your Fears 
and Diſtruſtfulneſs do ſuggeſt. 

' Moſes ſays nothing to diſcourage, but endeavours to 
| hearten them againſt their Fears, by aſſuring them that 
their Deliverance is at hand, which they ſhould quick- 

Iy ſee verify'd in their miraculous Deliverance ; and 
therefore exhorts them to be patient and quiet, to ſtand 
ſtill and ſee the Salvation of the Lord. which with a- 
mazement they beheld, when in a few moments they 
ſaw themſelves perfectly deliver'd from the Terror 
and Fury of an Egyptian Hoſt, and ſecure in the fa- 
vour of God, without ſtriking a Stroke, or ſo much as 
lifting up their hands in their own Defence ; and then it 
was that their Fears were turn'd into Triumphs, and 
their Murmurs into Praiſes: and then they joyfully ſing, 
The Lord is my Strength and Song, and be is become my 
Salvation, Exod. 15. 2. 


Another 


— 


Another inſtance of this nature we have in the Iſrae- 
lites Travels thro the Wilderneſs to the Land of 
Canaan - where tho the I/raclites were free from the 
Egyptian Bondage and Tyranny, and had now no ri- 

| gorous Taskmaiters to impoſe upon them, nor an arm'd 

| Hoſt purſuing and threatning them; yet they were in 
| as bad a Caſe, as being invaded by Famine and Want: 

j for the Wilderneſs was fruitleſs, there was no Vintage 
nor Harveſt, neither were there any Inhabitants or 
Neighbours (the Wild Beaſt excepted) to yield them 
any Supply. All was wild and waſte to them, it would 
afford nothing that was conducible to maintain and pro- 
long their miſerable Lives: which a little before were 
miraculouſly deliver'd and reſcu'd froma raging Sea, 
a fut ious Enemy, and a cruel Bondage,  _ | 
Many fruitleſs days Journies they take to find Food 
and Retreſhment, and to their great Sorrow nothing but 
Barrenneſs and Leanneſs appear. This diſtracts and 
terriſies them, becauſe it repreſented to them a miſera- 
ble Proſpect of Famine and Nakedneſs, which they 
knew would bring an inevitable, tho lingring Death, 

ö This Calamity to them was worſe than the Bondage of 

ö Egypt, and they reckon'd it far more grievous and in- 

ö ſopportable, as appears from their Murmurs which they 

{ renew againſt Moſes and Aaron, when they cry'd, ſay- 

| ing, Would to God we bad died by the hand of the Lord in 

U the Land of Egypt, when we ſat by the Fleſh-Pots, and 

þ when we did eat Fleſh to the full! for ye bave brought us 

forth into this Wilderneſs, to kill this whole Aſſembly with 

Hunger. Exod. 16. 2,3. This was certainly a day of 

unſpeakable Trouble and Adverſity to Iſael, when they 

had no Food nor Proſpe& of any, and when they were 

daily threatned with the devouring Teeth of Famine 5 

[ an Enemy fo very terrible and frightful, that none 

| could be greater. But Oh the Goodneſs of God that is 

N manifeſted in their miraculous Preſervation! He ſends 

them Food from above to ſuſtain them; what the Wil- 
derneſs is defective in, he reſolves the Heavens ſhall 
make good, and ſo ſpreads a Table of Refreſhment for 
his People upon the Earth every morning: and not ory 
5 fo, 


| n 

ſo, but he alſo preſery'd their very Clothes, that they 
wax'd not old, Deut. 8. 4. After this wonderful man- 
ner did Almighty God ſupport and preſerve his People 
for the ſpace of forty years in the. Wilderneſs, until 
they came into the Landof Promiſe, which abounded | 
with plenty of all things, and where they might have 
an eaſy Supply for all their Wants. And all this was 
brought about by the immediate and miraculous Power 
of God, without the intervention of any human Agent. 

Another Inſtance of this miraculous Preſervation the 
Scripture furniſhes us with, is, the Deliverance of King 
Hezekiab from the Fury and Rage of Sennacherib and 
bis mighty Hoſt, when he invaded Judah, and block'd 
up Jeruſalem ; having already made himſelf Maſter of 
all the fenc'd Cities of Judah, and nothing but Feruſa- 
Jem was the Obſtacle to his univerſal Conqueſt. of that 
Country. +: 

Hezekzab, and thoſe with TIE in Feruſalem, muſt needs 
be wonderfully terrify'd at the great Succeſſes of the E- 
nemy, that they ſhould ſo quickly ſubdue all the ſtrong 
Cities, and be now on their full march to compleat their. 
Conqueſt in taking Jeruſalem alſo. In this City he ſhut 
himſelf up, not daring without God's ſpecial Commiſ- 
ſion to oppoſe their farther Deſigns by offering them 
Battel. He was too wiſe a Prince to expoſe himſelf 


and People to the Rage of ſuch mighty Numbers, as | 


were approaching him with all ſpeed upon the Wings 
of Victory: He looks upon ſuch an Attempt as raſh 
and preſumptuous, which in all appearance would prove 
his entire Overthrow; therefore is he upon the re- 
ſerve, he finds he can do no good with them himſelf, 
he therefore relies upon the Lord his Rock, He knew 
*twas in vain to attack them with his Sword and Bow, 
he therefore will fight them at his Prayers, by calling 
in the Succours of Heaven for his Aſſiſtance; and doth 
patiently wait the Iſſue thereof, which anſwer'd be- 

yond expectation: for no ſooner. hath he ended his 
Prayer, but the Prophet Iſainb is ſent to him with this 
welcome Meſlage, ſaying; Thus ſaith the Lord God of 
Urael, That which thou w pad. to me ag ainſt the King 


— 
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4 40+ is 
of Aſſyria, I have beard; this is the Word that the Lord 
hath ſpoke concerning him, The Virgin the Daughter of Si- 
on bath deſpis d thee, and laugh'd thee to Scorn ;, the Daugh- 
ter of Jeruſalem bath ſhaken her Head at thee, 2 Kings 
19. 19, 20, &c. But how ſhall this come to paſs, that 
theſe Daughters of Sion and Jeruſalem, who are now 
trembling for fear, and expect the worſt, ſhall rri- 
umph and laugh at the vncircumcis?d Aſſyrians, their 
proud inſulting Foes ? They ſhall do it dy means of the 
Lord of Hoſts, and that very quickly too, as to their 
great Wonder and Joy they ſhall behold. The A{jy- 


rians are now arriv'd at the utmoſt bounds of their 


Conqueſt, they have run the Chain of providential Per- 
miſſion to the uttermoſt link; and tho they ſtrain hard 
to ſtretch it one degree farther, in the reduction of Fe- 
ruſalem alſo, yet their Attempt is vain, as the Iſſue will 
diſcover: for tho they are confident and ſecure, and 
defy the Almighty, and reſolve to carry it in deſpite 
of Heaven and Earth, yet their Blaſphemy and pre- 
ſumptuous Arrogance ſhall coſt them dear. Had they 
been content with their other Conqueſt, without puſh- 
ing at this; or had they not defy'd and blaſphem'd the 
Lord of Hoſts, and glory'd in their own Strength, they 
might have proſper'd, and return'd triumphantly home 
with a prodigious Spoilof Treaſure and Captives ; eſ- 


pecially when for the Sins of Iſrael God had call'd 


them in to ſcourge them. But their Contempt and De- 
fiance of the God of Heaven ſhall prove their Over- 
throw: for tho Iſraei themſelves cannot accompliſh ir, 
yet the Almighty Jehovah can, and he did it ſo ſuddenly 
and effectually, that in that very night he ſle One Hun- 
dred and Fonrſcore and Five Thouſand by an Angel, 
which he ſent into the Camp of the 4ſſprians; and ſays 
the Divine Story, at the opening of the morning there 
were ſeen nothing but dead Corps, 2 Kings 19. 35. 
At this miraculous Deſtruction of the A4ſſyrians, the 
Word of the Lord was made good to the Daughters of 
Sion and Jeruſalem, who unqueſtionably with wonder- 


fol Speed and Joy exchange their Sackcloth and Aſhes 


tor goodly Attire, their Fears for Security, and their 
| Tears 


(1) 
Tears and Terrors for Comfort and Joy; and do now 
as much deſpiſe, laugh, and ſhake their Heads at their 
miraculous Overthrow, as before they did tremble ar 
their Terror, This is alſo one of the wonderful things 
which God brings to paſs by his ſole efficiency, without 
the intervention of ſecond Cauſes, But then, 

2. There are great things alſo which God does for 
his Church and People by the Inſtrumentality of others; 
as when by his Bleſſing and Aſſiſtance, with Means, he 
brings about his Peoples Deliverance. Tis He that 
gives Wiſdom to concert, and Preſence of Mind, and 
Courage and Strength to execute; and hereby a few 
many times defeat a numerous Army. Several Inſtan- 
ces of this nature Scripture and Experience furniſh vs 
with, which the ſhortneſs of time will not permit us to 
mention: But ſo much we mult ſay, that ſuch amazing 
Victories as theſe muſt needs be obtain'd by the ſpecial 
aſliſtance of Heaven;z and not only ſuch aſtoniſhing 
Succeſſes as theſe, but thoſe alſo which are gain'd where 
the Numbers are equal, and where there 1s no vilible 
Superiority or Advantage on either ſide; for there is 
no Victory without his determination. He is the God 
of Battels, on whom the Succeſs of all things depends : 
He girdeth with ſtrength to Battel, or intimidates and 
diſpirits mens Hearts; tis He that makes ſome mens 
Courage ſuperior to all Dangers and Difficulties they 
are to ſtruggle with, and makes them encounter them 
with a Spirit and Bravery above Mortals; and doth at 
the ſame time terrify others in their imaginary places 
of Security. Some he leads on with Triumph, while 
he terrifies others with Fears; ſome he emboldens to 
attempt what is moſt hazardous without any viſible Diſ- 
traction, while he takes away the Hearts and Spirits of 

others, and hereby diſables them from defending them- 
ſelves. To ſome he gives ſteddineſs of Counſel, to o- 
thers Confuſton : and to ſome he gives Wiſdom to con- 
trive, and Strength to execute, and proſpers all their 
Deſigns ; while he confounds others, and renders 
all their Projects abortive. One way or other, by his 
aver ruling Providence every Victory is won, he bog 
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the chief Agent who determines the Iſſues of all things : 
and therefore he cautions proud Princes, not to boaſt of 
a ſufficiency of Wealth, Wiſdom and Might, for the 
execution of their own Projects; as if by their Wiſdom, 
Soldiers and Treaiure, they could infallibly aſſure them- 


ſelves of Succeſs in all their Enterprizes ; ſaying, Let 


not the rich Man glory in bis Riches, neither let the mighty 
Man glory in his Might, neither let the wiſe Man glory in 
his wiſdom but let him that glorieth, glory in this, That 
he underſi andeth and knoweth me, that I am the Lord which 


exerciſeth Loving-Kindneſs, Judgment and Righteouſneſs in 


the, Earth, Jer. 9. 23, 24. *Tis abundantly evident that 

nothing can ſave and keep in ſafety but the Almighty. 
Saith the Holy Pſalmiſt, There is no King ſevd by the 
multitude of an Hoſt 5 a mighty Alan is not deliver'd by truck 


 firength, a Horſe is a vain thing for Safeiy, neither ſhall he 


deliver by bis great ſirength : our Help is only in the 
Lora, who made "Heaven and Earth, Pſal. 33.16. And it 
hath been the general Judgment and Practice of the 
Church and People of Cod, from the early days of 
Religion, to confeſs and own as much, and to celebrate 
his Praiſe for it. And now, 


17. Let us conſider the great things in particular which 
God hath done for us, to excite our Joy and Praiſe. as 
the Day invites, that we may be diſpos'd in this bleſſed 
Exerciſe to ing with the Pſalmiſt, The Lord _ done 
great things for us, whereof we are glad. 
To draw as perfect a Parallel with the Pſalmiſt as ; the 
Caſe will admit, permit me to lead you back to the hap- 


Py Resolution, and to recapitulate ſome of the Won- 


ders of Providence we receiv'd therein, and ſince down 
to this very day, which come little or nothing ſhort 
of TſracFs Deliverance cut of Babylon. Concerning the 
feeble and ſickly State of the Proteſtant Church in ge- 
neral throughout Great Britain before the Revolution, 
perhaps few here preſent are ignorant. Tis true, and 
Prais d be the Almighty for it, we were hot, like the 
Jews, Captives in a ſtrange Land; but how near we were 


to Ruin and Deſtruction, * "tis eaſy to judg, when we pr 
the 
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the Incroachment of the Crown upon the Liberties of 
the People, and the King's diſpenſing with the Penal 
Laws, chiefly i in favour-of the avow'd Ene mies of all 
Proteſtants: + When we ſaw the Papiſts not only tole- 
rated, but incourag'd, and at the Helm; coprted and 
invited from all Places to come among us: When the 
Univerſity-Schools were ſeiz'd contrary to Law, and 
given to ſuch as would effectually poiſon our Vouths, 
aud unprinciple them in the Foundation and principles 
of our Holy Religion: When the Biſhops for a frivo- 
lous Pretence were clapt up in the Tower; when a ſpu- 
rious Prince was impos'd vpon us, and a ſtanding Ar- 
my at hand, ready to execute what the Enemies of our 
Religion and Country were apt to perſuade the King 
was conſiſtent with his Honour and Safety. Then, was 
our Religion, Lives and Properties, 'with every thing 
that was dear and truly valuable to us, in great peril 
and jeopardy: Then we were in an unhealthy State, a 
declining Church, and finking Nation; and had not 
the then Prince of Orange (whoſe Memory will be al- 
ways precious to every good Proteſtant) out of a gene- 
rous Compaſſion to us, undertaken that hazardous and 
tremendous Attempt to reſcue us, we might never have 
been rais'd more, but have been 'the Pr ey, as we were 
the Hatred, of our inveterate and irfeconcilable Ene- 
mies. But God in Mercy to us rais'd up this pious 
Prince. to be our Foſhua under himſelf, to fruſtrate the 
Deſigns of the malicious Papiſts, and to ſcatter thoſe 
Clouds which threatned us a-new with Marian Days; 
and hereby ſecur'd unto us every thing which we highly 
priz'd, and was truly valnable, and which was in the 
utmoſt danger of Shipwreck, This matchleſs Mercy 
and Deliverance, by the marvellous Provigefice of God, 

was ſo ſuddenly and wonderfuily brouglit about, con- 
trary to our deſerts and greateſt expedition, in turn- 
ing the Hearts of the whole Nation mean of the 
major part) towards him, as of one Man, that wefaw 
our ſelves deliver'd and eſtabliſſrd, and our Foesoſeat- 
ter'd and diſpers'd as it were in 4 moment, witty the 
TOY of little or no Blood E the ſight of _ 
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gid no leſs amaze than pleaſe us: So very ſwiftly and 
miraculouſly was it accompliſh'd, that we may very 
well allude to what the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks concerning the 
Deliverance of the captive Church of Iſrael, When the 
Lord turn'd again the Captivity of Sion, we were like them 
that dream. I was ſo very ſudden and wonderful, that 


| we could ſcarce believe our own Eyes and Ears that we 
4 were deliver'd, when we were ſecurely eſtabliſh'd in the 


happy Revolution. | 
5 Ibis was the firſt and foundation Mercy to all that 
7 hath ſucceeded ever ſince. Immediately after follow'd 
| the Reduction of Ireland, which produc'd as pleaſing, 
4 as wonderful a Revolution in Church and State; where 


we hope the Proteſtant Churches are now at reſt, and 
perfectly ſecure from all the Attempts of their reſtleſs 
Adverfaries And after this what a multitude of Mer- 
A Cics and Deliverances attended us throughout the whole 
; Reign of that bleſled Prince (King William of Glorious 
Memory) both at Home and Abroad? And what a 
black train of Attempts, Deſigns and curſed Aſſaſſi- 
nation-Plots were hatch'd and carry'd on to deprive us 
1 of the Life of that excellent Prince, in order to pave 
1 a way for the abdicated Prince's return, and to introduce 
| Popery and Slavery among us; and ſome of them too 
fet on foot by pretended Proteſtants, as if they had 
miſgivings of our glorious Deliverer, and were per- 
"1 ſuaded that a Roman Head would ſure beſt with a Pro- 
" teſtant Body; and that the moſt likely way to preſerve 
1 the Goſpel- Church, was to ſubject it to a Popiſh Govern- 
7 ment ? But by the good Providence of God all their 
1 Deſigns were blaſted, and receiv'd a fatal Blow: They 
| were permitted to behold the Conception, which to be 
4 ſure not only pleas'd them, but rais'd their hopes and 
expectations to the higheſt pitch ; but were quickly 
mortify'd at the monſtrous Birth, when they ſaw that 
inſtead of a Creature to ſupport their Cauſe and Hearts, 
their Labour, Prayers ana Coſt produc'd nothing but 
| a Scorpion to ſting and torment them; it ſerv'd only to 
> aggravate their Miſery, and haſten their own ſhameful 
' DeftruQio1, So, O Lord, let all the Deſigns of the E- 
. niemies 
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nemies of the Proteſtant Intereſt periſh, rather than 


ſuffer ſuch Perſons pernicious Deſigns to proſper in the 


Downfal of it! And by the bleſſed protection of Al- 


: mighty God, our late good Sovereign, in deſpite of all 
the Plots and Deſigns of his ſecret and open Enemies, 


after he had often triumph'd over his Enemies by his 


victorious Arms, at laſt died in Peace; and left ns, 


prais'd be God for it, in the ſecure poſſeſſion of all that 


was valuable to us: for which God hath been prais'd, 


and I hope always will, as long as the remembrance 


thereof remains. WE 
But to come down to the preſent glorions Reign; a 


Reign ſo remarkable for wonderful Works and Mercies, 


that Hiſtory it ſelf (the Sacred only excepted) cannot 
parallel! What a number of ſignal and aſtoniſhing 


Victories hath Providence bleſt us with within the com- 


paſs of a few Years? Howoften hath he made us tri- 
umph over our Enemies, in Battels won, in Cities re- 


cover?d, and Countries ſav'd? God hath made us op- 


preſs the great Oppreſſor, and conſtrain'd the great 
Enemy of the Chriſtian World (who once pretended to 
give Laws to the Univerſe, and preſum'd upon a ſuffici- 
ency of Might to execute them) to ſue for Peace, Eve- 
ry Year ſince this bloody doubtful War commenc'd, 


we have receiv'd ſome ſpecial Marks of the Divine Fa- 


vour, Preſence and Approbation, in the annual Songs 
of Praiſe he hath put into our Mouths, for Mercies wor- 


thy to be commemorated, recorded and admir'd by 
grateful Creatures. 1 

One Lear he invites us to Praiſe for a matchleſs Vic- 
tory, for an Army ſlaughter'd, and for an Army taken, 
wiz, at the memorable Battel of Hochſtet. Not one 
Year has paſs'd during the courſe of her Majeſty's 
Reign in this preſent War, without ſome ſignal proof 


of the Divine Favour, in doing ſome great things for 


us, that have merited a publick and national Thankſ- 
giving: And among the number of thoſe great things 
God hath done for us, the Union deſerves to be rankt; 


for it ſeems to be a Work peculiarly Divine, and the 


Accompliſhment thereof (as ſuch) is owing to the Bleſ- 
1 ling 
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ſing of Heaven: for who but God could cure that im- 
placable Hatred and Averſion that was ſettled in the 


Hearts and Minds of one Nation againſt another, but He 


who has the Hearts of all in his hand, and turns them 
as he does the Rivers of Waters? Who could remove 
the Prejudices, Fears and jealouſies that were mutually 
engendred on both ſides, which ex pos'd them to in- 
teſtine Broils, and perfectly reconcile them, and induce 
them to forget and forgive all Injuries, and melt them 
into Love and Friendſhip; but the Almighty, who ſub- 
dues the Hearts of all Men, and over-rules them for his 
own Purpoſe and Praiſe? In vain was this great Work 
attempted in former Reigns, becauſe God ſuſpended his 
Bleſſing till now, on purpoſe reſerving it for one of the 
great Works which ſhall grace this preſent Reign; which 
her Majeſty having a pious ſenſe of, deſervedly eſteems 
as one of the greateſt Bleſſings that hath attended her. 
And methinks 'tis ſtrange, chat any within the Verge of 
the Proteſtant Incloſurt in Great Britain, who pray and 
wait for the coming of Chriſt's Kingdom, and wiſh 
Proſperity and Increaſe of Grace to the Body and 
Church of Chriſt in general, ſhonid be of a contrary O- 
Piaion ; and be ſo far from liking it, and being thank- 
ful for it, as to traduce it, as tho ?twere both diſnonou- 
rable and infamous. Good Manners, if not Charity, 
methinks ſhould have conſt rain'd ſuch to have bridled 
their Toagues, and at leaſt made them filent, tho they 
could not approve ; and not fo impudently fly in the 
face of the Government, as if the Union were incon- 
ſiſtent and prejudicial to the preſent Eſtabliſhment, 
and really deſtructive to the Proteſtant Intereſt in ge- 
neral. | 2 | 

I ſhould abnndantly exceed the limits of my time, 
ſhould I enumerate the yearly Succeſſes Heaven has fa- 
vour'd us with, However l muſt not forget the great 
things God hath done for us this laſt Campaign, which 
we are met together to bleſs the Almighty for. We 
are not to offer up Praiſe for a ſingle, but for repeated 
Mercies, for the Reduction of two important Cities by 
Sieges, and for a compleat and aſtoniſhing nr 
F % 5% f © 
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The firſt in order of time was Tournay, a Place of vaſt 


Conſequence, and incredible Strength; not only upon 
the account of its prodigious Fortifications, which con- 
| ſiſted in the number and ſtrength of its Outworks and 
Citadel ; but alſo in the number of its ſubterraneous 
Cavities and Mines, which made the approach of it 
unſpeakably dangerous : yet notwithſtanding all the 
vigorous reſiſtance of the Gariſon, and the badneſs of 
the Weather, which mightily incommoded the Beſie- 
gers, 'twas in a ſhort time ſurrendred, even in the 
fight of the Enemy, who ſtood and gaz'd at this Miſ- 
fortune, but durſt not attempt its Relief, For this-our 
Praiſes are due, and for this let us heartily and devout- 
ly fing, Tbe Lord bath done great Things for us, wbereof 
we ave glad. 1 4 4444 ĩ ꝙV HR 
The next thing that gives occaſion for our Praiſe, was 
the ſignal Victory near Mons, after an obſtinate and 
hard-fought Battel. This coſt the Allies much Blood, 


 bu#vit-gain'd them no leſs Honour. After the Loſs of 


Fournay the Enemy defir'd, if poſſible, to prevent the 
further Progreſs of our victorious Arms, and ignorant 
of the next Place deſign'd for Conqueſt, take poſſeſſion 
of a Wood, where they ſtrongly lay intrench'd to 
cover their own Territories from the Invaſion of the 
Allies. The Advantages of their Situation, and their 
numerous Intrenchments made them flatter themſelves 
that they were ſufficiently ſecure from all Attacks : But 
notwithſtanding all theſe Advantages, thro the un- 
daunted Courage and Reſolution of our Generals and 
Soldiers, who attack'd them with almoſt an incredible 
Bravery, they were forc'd to quit their Faſtneſſes, and 
retire from the Field of Battel, leaving ſeveral Can- 
non, Priſoners and Standards behind them, And tho 
the Victory was diſputed by the Enemy, yet it plainly 
appear'd to be on our ſide, by the immediate laying 
Siege to Mons, and carrying it in ſpite of all Oppo- 
fition. All this is the Lord's Doing, and it ſhould be 
marvellous in our Eyes. 8 


And now concerning this glorious, tho bloody Vic- | 


tory, which was diſputed with ſo much Obſtinacy, and 
383 G gain'd 
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gain'd with ſo much Valour : What can be better ſpo- 
ken in commendation of the Bravery of our Troops in 
general, or what greater Encomiums can be given to 
our Generals and Officers in particular, than the Ene- 
my unwittingly beſtow upon them;? For if, as they ac- 
knqwledg, their Troops did their Duty all extremely 
well, if they gave ſignal proofs by the hazards they run, 
and the furious reſiſtance they made, that they had re- 
cover'd their antient Courage: If they fought more 
like kions than Men: If every Officer and Soldier diſ- 
tinguiſn'd himſelf, by ſtriving to outdo each other: 
And if they all did Wonders, as they boaſted; what 
Wonders then did they do, who beat theſe Wonder- 
workiog Troops out of their Faſtneſles, ferreted them 
out of their ſtrong Holds, drove them from Intrench- 
ment to Intrenchment, and at laſt forc'd them out of 
the Field with prodigious Slaughter and Diſgrace, in 
ſpite of their Wonderful Numbers, their wonderful 
Strength, their wonderful Doings and Courage? Vet 
for all this we will be ſo far from glorying, that we 
humbly and admiringly aſcribe it to the Lord of Hoſts ; 
and in token of Gratitude for the ſame let us joyfully 
fing, Tbe Lord hath. done great things for us, whereof we 
gre. glad. But then let us now conlider, ER 4s 


III. The Motive thoſe Mercies are to Joy. The re- 
ception'of ſuch extraordinary Favours does diſpoſe the 
Soul to it; "tis a Motive ſo enforcing, that it powerful- 
ly and irreſiſtibly effects it, by removing the Contraries 
chat are Obſtacles thereunto, viz. Fear, Sorrow and 
ineaſineſs. A hazardous doubtful War with reſtleſs 
implacable Adverſaries, who envy. our Felicity, and 
ſeek to bring about our Deſtruction in Church and State 
by all poſſible ways and means, cannot but excite Fear, 
and Pain, and Uneaſineſs in us about the Event; be- 
cauſe all that is truly valuable to us in this World, is 
hereby in danger, and intirely loſt if the Enemy pre- 
vail, and only ſecure as we are victorious. Now that 
which delivers us from thoſe Fears and Dangers, and ſe- 
cures and eſtabliſhes us in the peaceful and uninterrupted 
>, _ pa 
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poſſeſſion of our Religion, Lives, Liberties and Proper- 
ties, mult needs (except we are Stocks, and uncapable 
of ſuch a Paſſion) afford us Joy; for by a mighty effi- 
cacy it diſpoſes thereunto, and delights and pleales all 
the Affections of the Soul. | 

Now that which produceth this delightſom and hap- 
py Temper of Soul, is the Senſe of Mercies receiv'd, 
and Victories gain'd over malicious Foes, who unjuſtly 
quarrel with us,and fight againſt us to enrich themſelves 
in our Ruin, and to raiſe and inlarge the Fabrick of u- 
niverſal Servitude upon the Ruins of Liberty and Pro- 
perty. And can any one who has a ſenſe of theſe 
things, refrain from being glad? Can he chuſe but re- 
joice, who ſees Heaven eſpouſe the injur'd Cauſe of his 
Country, and mightily vindicating it in the Overthrow 
of her Enemies? Can any forbear being glad, when the 
matter of his Fears and Terrors is remov'd, and the 
good News of his Countrymens Welfare and Succeſs 
comes repeated in his Ears? Nay, can we be otherwiſe 
than glad, when we conlider that by thefe repeated 


Mercies our Strength and Courage is as it were redou- 
bled, and that of the Enemy in proportion broken and 


diminiſh'd ? When we ſee hereby our Cauſe is more and 
more ſupported, our Religion, Liberties and Proper- 
ties at preſent ſecur'd, and that hereby we have a plea- 

ſing Proſpect of ſecuring them down to future Genera- 
tions? And moreover, is it not ground of much Joy, 


to behold Tyranny and Oppreſſion, the deadly Enemies 


_ of Mankind, receive a mortal Wound by the victorious 
Arms of Union and Property, and languiſhing of an 
incurable Diſeaſe ? And by thoſe Mercies and Advanta- 
ges God has bleſt us with, what a beautiful Proſpect 
have we tn view, of finiſhing this War with Honaur, 
of the Progreſs of the Goſpel in the World; of the 


Reſurrection of foreign Churches, which have been bu- 


ry'd by Perſecution and Oppreſſion, of the Eſtabliſhmert 
of Chriſtian Liberty, of having a flouriſhing Trade, 
and of being a happy, peaceful, and wealthy People? 
Surely no good Proteſtant and Engliſhman can reſift the 
force of ſuch Motives as theſe; it muſt needs produce a 
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holy and joyful Temper of Spirit, and fill him with 


Joy unſpeakable, and conſtrain him with a rais'd Heart 
and Affection to be very grateful to the Author of them, 
and in conſort with others to ſing, The Lord hath done 
great things for us, whercof we are glad, But to the great 
wonder of all good Men, there are jarring Strings itt 
our Harps, there are thoſe among us who can reliſh 
nothing that is truly grateful and ſavory herein, to 
conſtrain them to harmonize with their joyful Bre- 
thren: Tho at the ſame time all theſe Succeſſes and 
Mercies are to the apparent Welfare of the Kingdom 
in general, as well as for the Proteſtant Intereſt in par- 
ticular. *Tis undeniably evident, that ſuch as are cha- 
grin and ſad, who bite the Lip, and hang the Head, 
and fret at the victorious Arms of our glorious Queen, 
which now triumph over Injuſtice, Cruelty and Op- 
preſſion, and have no Hearts to rejoice in the Proſpe- 
rity of the preſent Eſtabliſhment, wherein Juſtice and 
Law has its free courſe, and is impartially executed, 
Religion, Liberty and Property is ſecur'd and encou- 
rag'd, the innocent protected, and only the Vicious 
and Guilty diſcountenanc'd, do openly betray them- 
ſelves, and too palpably diſcover, that their Inclina- 
tions and Hearts do center in a foreign Prince, whom 
the Nation, in joint concurrence with Heaven, hath 
rejected with abhorrence ; for ſo it plainly appears by 
the Votes of Parliament, and by the improſperous iſſue 
of that Attempt when he came to invade us. With- 
out ſaying what is worſe, ſuch Perſons do truly merit 
our Pity and Contempt: our Pity, in that they are fo 
miſcrably blinded to their own Happineſs and Felicity; 
and Contempt, in that notwithſtanding their aſliſting 


the common Enemy with their united Prayers and Po- 


licies, dur good God hath given us theſe Mercies and 


. Deliverances without them. Let us now make ſome 


Application. 


Hath the Almighty God bleſs'd us with freſh mat- 
ter of Joy, to be rejoic'd in, in giving us ſuch great 
Succels abroad? Then let us, as the Day calls for it, 

Sive 


em) 
give him new Praiſe. Every new Mercy requires 'a 
new Thankſgiving ; the multiplication of God's Fa- 
vours to us ſhould be anſwer'd by our additional Prai- 
ſes to him: we ſhould take ſpecial care of ſlighting and 
neglecting Benefits receiv'd, for fear of inlarging our 
Ingratitude, which at laſt may increaſe our Debt above 
our Ability to diſcharge, and ſo prove matter of as 
much Sorrow, as God's Mercies, we now. commemo- 
rate and celebrate, are of preſent Joy. As none of us 
are ſurfeited with the too liberal Diſpenſings of God's 
Providences, ſo neither let us be wanting in our free 
and ingenuous Acknowledgments, As we count no- 
thing too much we receiv'd from God, ſo neither ſhould 
we becontent and reſt fatisfy'd to render a little to 
God. As his undeſerv'd Mercies are above our Merit, 
ſo ſhouid they be preſerv'd in our Eſteem, and improv'd 
for the Honour and Glory of the Giver, As we find to 


our unſpeakable Joy, that he is not weary of commu- 


nicating his good things to us; ſo neither ſhould we 


be weary of returning our beſt Thanks to him: but our 


Hearts and Souls ſhould be always diſpos'd and ready 
to receive his ineſtimable Mercies, with humble Reve- 
rence and Admiration. For this is the effectual way to 
engage the Heart and Hand of God always in our Pro- 
tection and Safety, to induce him to regard our low 
Eſtate, continually to eſpouſe our Quarrel, to vindi- 


_ cate our Injuries, to rebuke and ſcourge more and more 


our Enemies, and to exalt us upon a Mountain of Proſ- 
perity, there to be at reſt and ſecure from all the At- 
tempts of our malicious Adverſaries. 

The Senſe of God's exceeding bountiful Providence 
towards us, in the Mercies we enjoy and now comme- 
morate, ſhould awaken the Powers of our Souls, and 
engage, unite and ſtir them up to the higheſt pitch, 


and conſtrain us chearfully to ſing with the Divine Pſal- 


miſt, ſaying, Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and all that is 
within me bleſs his Holy Name! Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, 
and forget not all his Benefits ! Pfal. 103. 1, 2. Such Prai- 
ſes very well become the Lips of all Proteſtants in this 
Kingdom, who by ſo many admirable turns of ac 
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dence, and miraculous Deliverances, are in preſent 
Safety, having ſurviv'd and eſcap'd the moſt dangerous 
and diſmal Calamities, which once we had too much 
reaſon to believe and fear were inevitable. Now what 
is owing to our Almighty Deliverer for this? As our 
Deliverances are wonderful, ſo ſhould we, in praiſe of 
our God, admiringly ſay with the Pſalmiſt, If it had 
not been the Lord who was on our Side, when Men roſe up 
againſt us, then they bad ſwallow'd us up quick, when their 
Wrath was kindled againſk us; then the Waters had o- 
verwhelm'd us, the Stream had gone over our Soul, Bleſ= 
fed be God who hath not given us a Prey to their Teeth - 
our Soul is eſcap'd as a Bird out of the Snare of the Fom- 
lers, the Snare is broken, and we are eſcayd, Pſal. 124. 2, 
3, 4, &c. But then, hs 
Laſtly, Let not our preſent Succeſſes, how great ſo- 
ever they be, make vs ſecure and tearleis of future Dan- 
79 The Succeſtes already attending us, tho of the 
rſt magnitude, are not infallible Preſages of future 
Advantages. We ſhovid conſider that the Iſſues of all 
things are in the hands of Almighty God, and abſo- 
lutely at his diſpoſal; and that what in Mercy and 
Kindneſs he gives to day, upon ju!t Provocation in An- 
ger he may remove to morrow. Mercies are forfeited 
by Sin and Ingratitude, and are no otherwiſe conti- 
nu'd than they are improv'd ; for God engages himſelf 
by Promiſe to give temporal Deliverance to his People, 
no further, and upon no other terms, than they are 
dutiful and obedient - as in that memorable Covenant, 
If bis Children forſake my Laws and Statutes, and keep 
not my Commandments, then will I viſit their Tranſgreſſion 
with the Rod, and their Iniquity with Stripes, Pſal. 89. 30, 
31,32. The only way to inſure our ſelves in God's 
Protection, in order to ſecure and inlarge our preſent 
Advantages, is to be grateful and dutiful, to walk 
worthy of thoſe Mercies which are beſtow'd upon us; 
to ſee that our holy Hearts and obedient Lives do ſuit 
with and anſwer both the Dignity of our Profeſſion, and 
the Greatneſs of our Deliverance, This 1s what the 
great Febovab waits for and expects of us, and _— 
. what 


j 
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what the Mercies themſelves do merit and call for, and 
which a pious grateful People will conſcientiouſly re- 
gard, and readily, chearfully, humbly and conſtantly 
yield: For being deliver'd out of the hands of their E- 
nemies, What elſe ſhould: they do, but ſerve their Al- 
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mighty Redeemer without fear, in Holineſs and Righ-- 


teouſneſs before him, all the Days of their Lives? This 
is the effectual way to ſecure and improve our preſent. 

| Advantages, and to engage the Heart and Hand of God 
in the liberal diſtribution of his future Favours upon us; 
and never to forſake us, until he hath ſubdu'd all Ene- 
mies under our Feet. Let us ardently pray for the 


precious Life of our pious Queen, that God would add 


to her Days many Vears, and give her the Necks of her 
Enemies, and long continue her a publick Bleſſing to 
the Proteſtants in general all the World over. 

Let us beſeech him to continue to her and her Allies, 
his gracious Aſſiſtance, Bleſſing and Protection, in or- 
der to finiſh and bring to an end this hazardous bloody 
War, which they have ſo generouſly undertaken, and 
hitherto ſo happily carried on with much Succeſs and 
Glory. Maythe Bleſling of the Allwiſe and Powerful 

God attend the great Council of the Nation, and diſ- 
poſe them to conſult the real Felicity of the Kingdom, 
and make them unanimous in finding out ways and 
means, not only to carry on this neceſſary War, by 
enabling her Majeſty, in conjunction with her Allies, 
to maintain the Conqueſt already made, but to make 
greater in caſe the Enemy continue obſtinate ; and alſo 
for the eaſe of the Poor at home. May her Counſellors 

and Generals be always faithful and valiant, and their 

Enter prizes ſucceſsful; and God grant that the en- 

ſuing Vear may prove, what her Majeſty ſeems to 
predict in her Speech from the Throne to both Houſes 
of Parliament, that they may now put the laſt hand to 


the finiſhing this bloody War. May our gracious Queen 


prove a true Propheteſs in this reſpect; and what is 
wanting on Earth to compleat the ſame, may be made 
good by the extraordinary Succours of Heaven, May 
the Enemy be thus near his Dowafal, and the injur'd 
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ear their Reſtoration; and eſpe⸗ 
_cally may our diſtreſs'd perſecuted Brethren” in France, 
and all the World over, be the near their 4% 

tion: and may it be as ſudden as *twill be joyful, yea 


às ſudden as twas to the Church of Iſrael; and in 1 5 
tude for the ſame may they ſo quickly have occaſion to' 
ſing with them in our Text, The Lord hath done Leg 


Things for us, whereof we are glad. 


